
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

EARLY MODERN LAND EMPIRES 
DON’T BELIEVE THE HYPE.  YOU WILL WANT TO OVERFOCUS ON THE MARITIME EMPIRES. DON’T.  IF YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT THE MOST 

POWERFUL EMPIRES IN THE EARLY MODERN WORLD; THEY AREN’T BRITISH, DUTCH AND FRENCH.  THEY’RE OTTOMAN, MANCHU, AND 

MUGHAL.  YOU’RE GONNA OVERDOSE ON EUROPE IN THE NEXT TWO PERIODS. EARLY MODERN IS DOMINATED BY THESE LAND EMPIRES: 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

ISFAHAN 

DELHI 

BEIJING 

EDO 

ST. PETERSBURG 

 TIMELINE 

1450 1750 

1453 1923 

1501 1736 

1526 1857 

1644 1912 

1721 1917 

1600 1868 

SULEIMAN I (1522-1566) BATTLE OF VIENNA (1683) 

SHAH ABBAS (1588-1621) 

BABUR (1526-30) 
AKBAR (1556-1605) TAJ MAHAL (1653) AURANGZEB (1658-1707) 

KANGXI (1661-1722) 

TOKUGAWA IEYESU (1603-5) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

    

EARLY MODERN LAND EMPIRES 
 EMPIRE 

FOUNDER 

THE 
GREAT 

RELIGION 

DOWN 

FALL 

OSMAN I ISMAIL I BABUR NURHACI PETER I IEYASU 

SHAH ABBAS AKBAR KANGXI SULEIMAN IEYASU CATHERINE 

SUNNI ISLAM       SHIA ISLAM       SUNNI ISLAM     CONFUCIAN     R. ORTHODOX   BUDDHISM 

KEY 

 BOTH THE       
  FOUNDER &    
   THE  
  NAMESAKE,  
 HE ONLY 
RULED A  
     SMALL  
       AREA  
       DURING 
     HIS  
    LIFETIME. 

USING SHIA 
ISLAM, HE 
RE-
ASSERTED 
PERSIA 
(IRAN) AS A 
REGIONAL 
POWER 
BETWEEN 
THE OTT. & 
MUGHALS. 

 UZBEKI  
   LEADER  
      OF BOTH  
   MONGOL & 
TIMURID 
DESCENT 
WHO   
   DEFEATED  
      THE LODI  
      TO RULE 
      No. INDIA 

JURCHEN 
CHIEF WHO 
UNITED THE 
“MANCHU”. 
HE LED THE 
BANNER 
ARMIES 
AGAINST 
THE MING, 
BUT DIED IN 
THE EFFORT 

ROMANOV 
TSAR WHO 
OFFICIALLY 
BEGAN THE 
EMPIRE BY 
DEFEATING 
SWEDEN AND 
GAINING THE 
NEW CAPITAL 
OF St. 
PETERSBURG 

FOUNDER 
& NAME-
SAKE WHO 
BECAME 
SHOGUN IN 
1603 
AFTER 
UNIFYING 
THE 
DAIMYO IN 
JAPAN 

ALTHOUGH 
THERE WERE 
OTHER 
GREAT 
SHOGUNS, 
SOMETIMES 
THE FIRST IS 
THE BEST. HE 
IS THE ONLY 
SHOGUN TO 
KNOW. 

‘MAGNIFICENT’ 
OR ‘LAWGIVER’, 
HE WAS THE 
LONGEST RULING 
SULTAN (46 
YEARS). HE WAS 
A POLYMATH 
WHO RULED 
DURING THE 
GOLDEN AGE OF 
THE OTTOMANS.  

TOOK POWER 
AT LOW POINT 
IN SAFAVID 
HISTORY, CAME 
TO RULE OVER 
PEAK OF 
SAFAVID RULE 
BY PUSHING 
OTTOMANS & 
UZBEKS BACK. 

(*MY FAVORITE NAMED 
RULER EVER) 

CENTRALIZED 
MUGHAL 
POWER OVER 
MOST OF 
INDIA & 
TRIPLED THE 
SIZE OF THE 
MUGHAL 
EMPIRE. 

LONGEST 
REIGNING 
CHINESE 
EMPEROR 
EVER! HE 
BEGAN THE 
“PROSPER-
OUS” ERA 
THAT 
LASTED 
DECADES.  

ENLIGHTENED 
DESPOT WHO 
RULED OVER 
RUSSIA’S 
GOLDEN AGE; 
RUSSIA GREW 
TO BE 
CONSIDERED       
A GREAT 
POWER OF 
EUROPE.  

 FREEMAN 

RANKING #5 #2 #6 #3 #1 #4 
AFTER CENTURIES OF 
DECLINE, THEY 
ALLIED WITH 
GERMANY IN WWI 
AND WAS DISSOLVED 
BY THE ALLIES IN 1923 

OTTOMANS, MUGHALS, 
& RUSSIANS TOOK 
FROM HER BORDERS 
UNTIL THE LAST 
RULER WAS KILLED IN 
1747 

WARS WITH THE 
MARATHAS WEAKENED 
THE MUGHALS UNTIL 
THEIR ULTIMATE 
DEMISE AT THE HANDS 
OF THE BRITISH 

UNABLE TO COPE 

WITH REBELLION, 

AND THE ARRIVAL of 

the WEST, THE LAST 

EMPEROR ABDICATED 

in 1912 

 

ROMANOV RULE 
ENDED AFTER THE 
REVOLUTIONS OF 
1917 THAT LED TO 
BOLSHEVIK RULE 
INTO THE 1990S 

INTERNAL CHANGES 
IN JAPAN LED TO 
MODERNIZATION 
DURING THE MEIJI 
RESTORATION IN 
1868 

EVENTS 

1299: OSMAN I COMES TO 
POWER 
1453: CONSTANTINOPLE 
FALLS (BYZANTINE) 
1514: BATTLE OF CHALDIRAN 
(SAFAVID) 
1683: BATTLE OF VIENNA 
 
 

1501: EMPIRE FOUNDED BY 
SHAH ISMAIL 
1514: BATTLE OF CHALDIRAN 
1588: SHAH ABBAS COMES 
TO POWER 
1683: BATTLE OF VIENNA 
1736: FALL OF THE EMPIRE 
 
 

1504: BABUR TAKES KABUL 
1526: BATTLE OF PANIPAT 
(DELHI) 
1556: AKBAR THE GREAT 
COMES TO POWER 
1613: BRITISH EAST INDIA CO 
ARRIVES IN INDIA 
 
 

1533: IVAN IV THE TERRIBLE 
COMES TO POWER 
1561: ST. BASIL’S OPENS 
1681: PETER THE GREAT 
BECOMES TSAR 
1697: GRAND EMBASSY 
1725: CATHERINE COMES 
TO POWER 
 
 

1644: FOUNDING 
1662: KANGXI BECOMES 
EMPEROR of CHINA 
1689: TREATY OF 
NERCHINSK 
1711: BRITISH EAST INDIA 
CO. ARRIVES IN CHINA 
1793: McCARTNEY EMBASSY 

 

1467: ONIN WAR BEGINS 
1592: TOYOTOMI 
INVADES KOREA 
1603: TOKUGAWA 
SHOGUNATE BEGINS 
1635: SAKOKU BEGINS 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPEARANCES IN THE AP CURRICULUM: 

 The split between the Sunni and Shi’a 

traditions of Islam intensified, and Sufi 
practices became more widespread. 

 Innovations (Miniature paintings in 

the Middle East and South Asia) in 

visual and performing arts were seen 

all over the world.  
 Rulers used the arts to display political 

power (monumental architecture) 

 States treated different ethnic and 
religious groups (Ottoman treatment 
of Non-muslims subjects) in ways 

that utilized their economic 
contributions while limiting their ability 
to challenge the authority of the state. 

 Recruitment and use of bureaucratic 
elites, as well as the development of 
military professionals, (Ottoman 
devshirme) became more common 

among rulers who wanted to maintain 
centralized control over their 
populations and resources. 

 Land empires expanded dramatically 
during this period (Ottoman) 
 

 THE SULTANATE OF RUM (1077-1307) 

RULED MOST OF ANATOLIA 
o (RUM=PERSIAN FOR ROME) 

 AFTER RUM FELL, ANATOLIA DIVIDED 
BETWEEN THE GHAZI EMIRATES 

 ONE OF THESE WAS RULED BY 
OSMAN I (ANGLICIZED TO OTTOMAN) 

 THIS EMIRATE BECAME THE EMPIRE 

 THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE IN FOUR BATTLES: 
    

1453   1514  1571  1683 
HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE 

BATTLE OF BATTLE OF BATTLE OF BATTLE OF 
CONSTANTINOPLE CHALDIRAN LEPANTO VIENNA 

WINNER:              WINNER:          WINNER:         WINNER: 

HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE 

 21  YEAR OLD SULTAN 
MEHMET II LED A 7 
WEEK SIEGE ON 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

 OFFICIAL END TO THE 
1,500+ YEAR ROMAN 
EMPIRE 

 MAJOR BLOW TO 
CHRISTENDOM IN EUR. 

 BEGINNING OF 
DECADES OF WARFARE 
BETWEEN OTT & SAFAV 

 SHOWS 
INTENSIFICATION OF 
SUNNI/SHIA SPLIT 

 DEFINED OTTOMAN-
SAFAVID BORDERS 

 DECISIVE OTT VICTORY 

 HOLY LEAGUE LED BY 
SPAIN DEFEATED OTT. 

 END OF OTTOMAN 
EXPANSION IN THE EUR 
SIDE OF THE MEDITERR 

 OTT LOST ALL BUT 30 
OF THEIR SHIPS! 

 END OF OTT 
DOMINANCE IN MEDIT. 

 

 OTT’S BESIEGED 
VIENNA FOR 2 MONTHS 

 ENSUING WAR LASTED 
FOR 15 YEARS 

 OTT WENT ON TO LOSE 
HUNGARY 

 HRE LED 20K CAVALRY 
CHARGE (LARGEST 
EVER)  

MEHMED II  

OSMAN I 

DEVSHIRME- 
‘COLLECTING’ IN TURKISH; COLLECTION OF 
CHRISTIAN BOYS FROM THE BALKANS AS 
TRIBUTE 

 TURKISH NOBILITY WERE 
GAINING TOO MUCH POWER 

 COUNTERED THIS BY USING 
CONVERTED CHRISTIANS KIDS 
o DIRECT VASSALS TO THE 

SULTAN 
o FOUR CATEGORIES: 

 1. MILITARY (JANISSARY) 
 2. SCRIBES 
 3. PALACE 
 4. RELIGIOUS 

 RECRUITS WERE 7-10 YRS OLD 
 COLLECTED EVERY 4-5 YEARS 
 SENT TO ISTANBUL 
 CONVERTED TO ISLAM 
 COULD REACH THE HIGHEST 

LEVELS OF OTT SOCIETY/GOV 
o OFFICIALLY OVER IN 1700S 

 JANISSARIES 
REMAINED UNTIL 1826 

 FORCIBLY DISBANDED 
AND EXECUTED AFTER 
THEY KILLED A 
SULTAN IN 1807 

 OSMAN I ARRIVED IN WESTERN 

ANATOLIA TO HELP THE SELJUK 
TURKS AGAINST THE BYZANTINES 

 OSMAN’S SUCCESSORS TOOK 
CONTROL OF THE BALKANS 

 ALSO, TOOK CONTROL OF LAND 
SURROUNDING CONSTANTINOPLE 

 BYZ. SAVED BY AN UNLIKELY 
SOURCE: TAMERLANE! 

 TAM. INVADED FROM THE EAST & 
TOOK THE SULTAN HOSTAGE 

 CIVIL WAR & STRUGGLE FOR POWER 
ENSUED 

 MEHMED THE CONQUEROR 

REORGANIZED THE OTTOMANS 
 TOOK CONSTANTINOPLE IN 1453 
 EXPANDED OVER THE NEXT 100 YRS 
 PROSPERED FROM CONTROL OF 

OVERLAND TRADE ROUTES 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SULEIMAN 
THE MAGNIFICENT 
 FATHER WAS SELIM I: 

o SELIM VASLTY EXPANDED 
THE EMPIRE TO THE EAST 

o DEFEATED THE SAFAVIDS AT 
THE BATTLE OF CHALDIRAN 

o SENT FIRST OTTOMAN NAVY 
TO THE RED SEA 

o ESTABLISHED OTTOMAN RULE  
OVER EGYPT 

 SELIM DIED IN 1520 
o SELIM’S ELDEST SON (WITH AYSA     

HAFSA SULTAN, A DESCENDENT OF 
GENGHIS KHAN, VIA JOCHI) WAS 

 SULEIMAN THE MAGNIFICENT 

o AKA: SULEIMAN THE LAWGIVER 
o QUICKLY CONQUERED THE LAST 

REMAINING CHRISTIAN STRONGHOLDS 
ON OTTOMAN BORDERS 
 (BELGRADE, HUNGARY) 

o NEVER ABLE TO TAKE VIENNA 
o EUR RIVALS SIGNED TREATY 

 SUL THEN TURNED TO THE EAST 
 OTTOMAN SAFAVID WAR (1532-1555) 

o SENT HIS GRAND VIZIER (PRIME  

MINISTER, ONLY DISMISSABLE 
BY THE SULTAN HIMSELF) TO  
TAKE BACK OTT TERRITORY 

o TOOK BAGHDAD 
 CONFIRMED HIMSELF THE  

LEGITIMATE HEIR TO THE  
SUNNI ABBASID CALIPHATE 

o SAFAVIDS PRACTICED  
SCORCHED EARTH 

o TREATY FINALLY SIGNED 
 FOUGHT NAVAL CAMPAIGNS IN  

INDIAN OCEAN VS. PORTUGUESE 
 VIBRANT TRADE WITH MUGHALS 

o FRIENDS WITH AKBAR 
 THEY CORRESPONDED  

OFTEN 

 MINIATURE PAINTINGS 
 SMALL PAINTINGS INCLUDED IN COLLECTIONS OF 

WRITINGS WITH CALLIGRAPHY & ILLUMINATION 
o MORE AN ILLUSTRATION THAN A STANDALONE 

PAINTING 

 DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE THAN EUROPEAN 
RENAISSANCE 

 INTENTIONALLY AIMED FOR 2 DIMENS. 

 AVOIDED REALISM OF RENAISSANCE 
MINIATURE PAINTING OF A GUY MAKING A 
MINIATURE PAINTING… 

 

 THE LAWGIVER 
o STUDIED THE DECISIONS OF 9 PREVIOUS SULTANS AND 

COMPILED THEIR DECISIONS INTO ONE SINGLE LAW CODE 
 TO ACCOMPANY, SHARIAH LAW 

o CODE OF THE   RAYAS (DHIMMI) 

 IMPROVED THE STATUS OF THE DHIMMI  ABOVE SERFDOM 
 EUROPEAN    SERFS EMIGRATED TO THE OTTOMAN EMP.  

TO GAIN          FROM  THESE NEW                PRIVILEGES 

SULEIMANLI MOSQUE IS THE LARGEST IN ISTANBUL.  SULEIEMAN HIMSELF (& 
MANY OTHER SULTANS) IS BURIED HERE.  PRIME EXAMPLE OF MONUMENTAL 
ARCHITECTURE USED BY RULERS OF THIS PERIOD TO SHOW THEIR POWER 

 

DECLINE of the EMPIRE 

THE GOLDEN AGE 

1520-1566 

 AFTER THE DEATH OF SULEIMAN, DECLINE WAS “RELENTLESS” 
o 9 OUT OF FIRST 10 SULTANS=EXCELLENT RULERS 
o 11 OF THE NEXT 13 SULTANS=INCOMPETENT 

 “DEGENERATE SULTANS, INCOMPETENT VIZIERS, ILL-EQUIPED 
ARMIES, CORRUPT OFFICIALS”, ETC. 
o 1. PROVINCIAL ELITES STOPPED LISTENING TO ISTANBUL 
o 2. EUROPEAN ARMIES GREW STRONGER 
o 3. OTTOMAN ARMIES DID NOT IMPROVE, MODERNIZE 
o 4. TRADE ROUTES SHIFTED FROM THE MIDDLE EAST 

 LAST EXPANSION ENDS WITH LOSS IN VIENNA IN 1683 (SEE ABOVE) 

 EL-I HIREF (“COMMUNITY OF THE TALENTED”) 
o IMPERIAL ARTISTIC COMMUNITIES 

 SIMILAR TO EUROPEAN GUILDS 
 CENETERED AT THE SULTAN’S PALACE 

 SULEIMAN BUILT A SERIES OF MONUMENTAL 
ARCHITECTURAL PROJECTS 
o BRIDGES, MOSQUES, PALACES, ETC. 

 SULEIMANLI MOSQUE (SEE ABOVE) 
 RESTORATION OF THE DOME OF THE 

ROCK 
 RENOVATED THE KA’ABA 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

APPEARANCES IN THE AP CURRICULUM: 

  Rulers continued to use religious 

ideas to legitimize their rule (Safavid 

use of Shi’a Islam) 

 State Rivalries provided significant 

challenges to state consolidation and 

expansion. (Ottoman-Safavid rivalry) 

 

 THE NAME SAFAVID COMES FROM 
THE SUFI ORDER FOUNDED BY 
THEIR ANCESTORS 

 SAFAVIYYA WAS FOUNDED AROUND 
1300 BY SHEIKH SAFI-AD DIN 

TALE OF TWO SHAHS 

THE AP BARELY MENTIONS THE SAFAVIDS IN THEIR CURRICULUM.  SO WE WON’T SPEND TOO MUCH TIME HERE.  WE’LL FOCUS 
A BIT ON THEIR HISTORY, THEIR USE OF SHI’A ISLAM, AND THEIR RIVALRY WITH THE BIG EMPIRE NEXT DOOR: THE OTTOMANS 
 AFTER TAMERLANE’S EMPIRE FELL 

(AFTER HIS DEATH), PERSIA WAS 
DIVIDED INTO 9 TERRITORIES:  
o HERAT, TABRIZ, IRAQ, YAZD, 

SISTAN, BAIKH, SIMNAN, ETC. 

o  

 SHAH ISMAIL UNITED THESE 
TERRITORIES INTO THE SAFAVID 
EMPIRE (SEE BELOW) 

 MAIN UNIFYING CONCEPT: SHI’A 
 MADE IT THE OFFICIAL STATE RELIGION 

 ILKHANATE CONVERTED TO SHIA IN 1300S 
 ISMAIL MADE CONVERSION COMPULSORY 
 SUNNI CLERICS EXILED OR KILLED 
 SAF EMP=FEUDAL THEOCRACY  
 SHAH=DIVINELY ORDAINED REL/POL HEAD 

SHAH ISMAIL I SHAH ABBAS I 
1501-1524 1588-1629 

 FOUNDER 
 FROM AZERBAIJAN 
 OVER 9 YEARS, HE UNIFIED 

THE FORMER TIMURID 
EMPIRE 

 BUILT SAFAVID EMPIRE ON 
SHI’A ISLAM 

 PERSECUTED SUNNIS 
 SUNNI MAJORITY HAD 

TO CONVERT OR DIE 
 INSURED DISTINCTION 

BETWEEN 
OTT/SAFAVID 

 INSURED LOYALTY TO 
STATE INSTITUTIONS 

 

 TOOK POWER DURING  
TROUBLED TIME FOR SAFAV. 

 ENEMIES OF THE STATE WERE 
TAKING LARGE AMOUNTS OF 
TERRITORY 
o OTTOMANS, UZBEKS, ETC. 

 TOOK POWER BACK FROM 
MILITANTS IN GOVERNMENT 

 RETOOK LANDS LOST TO THE 
OTTOMANS, UZBEKS, MUGHALS 

 MODERNIZED/WESTERNIZED ARMY 
 TOLERANT OF CHRISTIANS, HE 

SENT EMBASSY TO EUROPE 
o TO COUNTER OTTOMANS 

OTTOMAN-SAFAVID WARS 
THESE TWO FOUGHT NINE DIFFERENT WARS IN THIS PERIOD.  THINK OF THEM AS ENGLAND v. FRANCE.  THESE 
NEIGHBORS SHARED IMPERIAL GOALS WHILE RISING AT ROUGHLY THE SAME TIME.  NOT TO MENTION THEY 
SHARED VERY DIFFERENT VIEWS OF THE ISLAMIC FAITH.  HERE’S HOW IT WENT DOWN: 

NAME OF THE WAR 

LEADERS: 
 

CAUSE: 
 
 

WINNER: 
 

OUTCOME: 

BATTLE OF 
CHALDIRAN 

WAR OF 
1532-1555 

WAR OF 
1603-1618 

WAR OF 
1578-1590 

WAR OF 
1730-1736 

WAR OF 
1623-1639 

WAR OF 
1722-1727 

WAR OF 
1730-1735 

WAR OF 
1743-1746 

SELIM vs. 
ISMAIL 

SULEIMAN 

v. TAHMASP 
MURAD vs. 

ABBAS 
AHMED vs. 

ABBAS 
MURAD IV 
vs. ABBAS 

AHMED vs. 
MAHMUD 

AHMED vs. 
TAHMASP 

MAHMUD 
vs. NADER 

MAHMUD 
vs. NADER 

STALEMATE 

Safavids 
backed Selim’s 
rivals in his 
battle for 
power. 

Otts gain E. 
Anatolia & 
Iraq. Shi’a 
uprisings in 
Ott Emp. End. 

Territorial 
disputes & 
Persian-
Hapsburg 
alliance. 

Large 
territorial 
gains for the 
Ottoman 
Empire 

Tahmasp’s 
death provided 
chaos that Otts 
& Uzbeks took 

advantage of 

Territory 
gained by 
Otts & Saf 
ended Sunni 

persecution 

 Abbas used 
modern 
military to 
retake lost 

lands 

Abbas retook 
Caucuses, 
Mesopotamia, 

& E. Anatolia 

Ott. Sultan 
assassinated 
& Abbas took 
advantage of 

rebellion in Ot. 

Ott’s retake 
Mesop. Set 
modern 
border for 

Iran/Iraq 

Safavid 
decline led Ott 
& Russia to 
invade for land 

grab 

Ott’s fought 
Afghans & 
gained some 

land in Persia 

Afghans struck 
to take back 
land from . 
(*SAFAVIDS ARE 
DONE AT THIS POINT; 

SEE ASTERISK) 

* * Nader Shah 
takes control 
of Persia. He 
is now the 

power in Iran. 

Same story as 
the previous 
war. Nader 
took land from 

Ottomans. 

Nader 
recognized as 
leader of 
Persia & gets 

Caucuses 

Nader 
attempted to 
take 
Baghdad. 

STALEMATE 

Afghan-
Ottoman 
diplomacy 

opens up. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

NAME:                 BABUR                    AKBAR                  JAHANGIR            SHAH JAHAN         AURANGZEB 
YEARS:             1526-1530               1556-1605                  1605-1627                1627-1658              1658-1707     
 

REIGN: 

APPEARANCES IN THE AP CURRICULUM: 

 Syncretic and new forms of 
religion (Sikhism in South Asia) 

 Peasant labor intensified in many 
regions (Cotton textiles in India) 

 The power of existing political and 
economic elites (Zamindars in the 
Mughal Empire) fluctuated as 
they confronted new challenges to 
their ability to affect the policies of 
the increasingly powerful 
monarchs and leaders. 

 Rulers used the arts to display 
political power (Monumental 
Architecture) and to legitimize 
their rule. 

 Land Empires expanded 
dramatically during this period 
(Mughal Empire) 

 MUGHAL WAS THEIR WORD 
FOR “RULER” (LIKE INCA) 

 THEY WENT BY THE NAMES: 
o HINDUSTAN 

 FROM AKBAR’S 
DESCTIPTION 

o TIMURID EMPIRE 
 FROM BABUR’S LINEAGE 

 MUGHAL=19th CENTURY TERM 

MEET THE MUGHALS 
                THERE WERE 20 MUGHAL EMPERORS DURING THEIR 300 YEARS IN POWER.  THEY RULED         
150 MILLION PEOPLE (1/4 OF EARTH’S POPULATION) OVER AN AREA EMPIRE MEASURING OVER 1 MILLION 
SQUARE MILES.  THAT BEING SAID… NOT ALL MUGHALS ARE CREATED EQUALLY (ONE GUY WAS MUGHAL 
FOR LIKE 3 HOURS).  HERE ARE THE 5 MUGHAL EMPERORS WHO MATTERED.   

 FORMULA FOR 
CREATING MUGHAL 

o MOM-GENGHIS KHAN 
o DAD-TAMERLANE 

o PERSIAN INFLUENCE 

 UZBEK LEADER 
 LOST IN CENTRAL 

ASIA 
 TURNED TO INDIA 
 CONQUERED 

DELHI SULTANATE 
o BATTLE OF 

PANIPAT 
 DIED AT 47 

 TRIPLED THE SIZE 
OF THE EMPIRE 

 CENTRALIZED 
MUGHAL RULE  

 PACIFIED LOCAL 
RULERS THROUGH 
MARRIAGE/DIPLO. 

 RELIGIOUSLY 
TOLERANT (BELOW) 

 APPOINTED NON-
MUSLIMS TO HIGH 
POSITIONS 

 LAID FOUNDATION 
FOR GOLDEN AGE 

WHEN WE LAST LEFT INDIA, WE WERE TALKING ABOUT THE DELHI SULTANATE.  ANOTHER CENTRAL ASIAN 
PERSIANATE (SOCIETY STRONGLY INFLUENCED BY PERSIAN CULTURE) QUICKLY CONQUERED THE LODIS IN DELHI 
AND BECAME A WORLD POWER.  THESE WERE THE MUGHALS. 
 
 TURKIC/UZBEK RULER BABUR (SEE 

BELOW) LOST HIS IMPERIAL LANDS 
 TURNED TO NORTHERN INDIA  
 DEFEATED DELHI SULTANATE (LODI 

DYNASTY) AT BATTLE OF PANIPAT 

     DELHI  
SULTANATE 
 BORN: 1206 
  DIED: 1526 
  BATTLE OF  
   PANIPAT 
 

 MUGHAL EMPIRE WILL RULE MOST OF INDIA FOR 350 YRS  
 ONE OF THE WEALTHIEST, MOST POWERFUL EMPIRES IN 

HISTORY 
 ARCHITECTURE, SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY ALL 

FLOURISHED UNDER MUGHAL RULE 

 AKBAR’S ELDEST  
 POLITICAL 

STABILITY 
 ECONOMIC 

GROWTH 
 CULTURAL 

PROSPERITY 
 RELIGIOUSLY 

TOLERANTE 
o NO JIZYA 

 RULED OVER THE 
GOLDEN AGE OF 
MUGHAL INDIA 

 AKBAR’S ELDEST  
 POLITICAL 

STABILITY 
 ECONOMIC 

GROWTH 
 CULTURAL 

PROSPERITY 
 RELIGIOUSLY 

TOLERANTE 
o NO JIZYA 

 RULED OVER THE 
GOLDEN AGE OF 
MUGHAL INDIA 

 SON OF JAHANGIR 
 3RD RULER OF 

GOLDEN AGE 
 PEAK OF MUGHAL 

ARCHITECTURE 
 MOST FAMOUS FOR 

THE TAJ MAHAL 
o MAUSOLEUM 

FOR HIS WIFE 
 ORTHODOX MUSLIM 
 NOT AS TOLERANT 

AS DAD/GRANDAD 
 FELL SICK AND 

IMPRISONED BY 

 “WORLD SEIZER” 
 MUGHAL EMPIRE 

REACHED ITS 
GREATEST SIZE 

 AT THE TIME, WAS 
THE RICHEST MAN 
IN THE WORLD 
(BASED ON TRIBUTE) 

 NOT RELIGIOUSLY 
TOLERANT  

 WARS/REBELLIONS 
DRAINED TREASURY 

 EMPIRE SPIRALED 
AFTER HIS DEATH 

http://www.freeman-pedia.com/s/Syncretic-and-New-Forms-of-Religion-Developed-FREEMANPEDIA.pdf
http://www.freeman-pedia.com/s/Syncretic-and-New-Forms-of-Religion-Developed-FREEMANPEDIA.pdf
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TAJ MAHAL 

ZAMINDARS 

DIN-I-ALAHI 

REMEMBERED FOR HIS RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE, AKBAR 
ATTEMPTED TO SYNCRETICALLY CREATE ONE RELIGION 
FROM THE BEST PARTS OF ALL. HE CALLED IT:  

 LITERALLY “RELIGION OF GOD” 
 MUGHALS WERE SUNNI MUSLIMS RULING 

OVER A HINDU, JAINIST, SIKH POPULATION 
 BUILT RELIGIOUS TEMPLE & ENCOURAGED 

OPEN DEBATE BETWEEN RELIGIONS  
 DEBATES TAUGHT AKBAR THAT NO ONE 

RELIGION WAS RIGHT 
 LED TO REATIONOF DIN-I-ALAHI 
 ONLY HAD 19 FOLLOWERS 
 DID NOT LAST AFTER AKBAR’S DEATH 

c.1560-1660 

INNOVATIONS 
 CELESTIAL GLOBE 
 PRE-FAB HOMES 
 SHAMPOO! 
 HUMAN PACHISI 
 URDU (LANGUAGE 

  THAT BLENDS  
       PERSIAN,  
           ARABIC, &  
                          TURKIC 

SCIENCE/TECH 
 VOLLEY GUN 
o ANCIENT 

MACHINE GUN 
 ROCKETS 
 ART/ARCHITEC. 
 MINATURES 
o SEE OTTOMAN 
 SHALIMAR 

GARDEN 
 THIS 

DOWNFALL 
 NOT OFFICIALLY OVER UNTIL 1858 (NEXT PERIOD) 

o LAST “EMPEROR” DEFEATED BY THE BRITISH EITCo. 
 BUT THINGS START TO CRUMBLE AFTER AURANGZEB 

o 1707-1720: MASSIVE DECLINE IN POWER 
 AREAS TURNED TO OPEN REVOLT 
 LEADERSHIP WAS POOR  

 1719: MUGHALS HAD 4 DIFFERENT EMPER. 
 LOSS OF TERRITORY 

 MUHAMAD SHAH (1702-1748) SAW HUGE 
AMOUNTS OF LAND LOST TO 

 SO AS WE BEGIN THE NEXT PERIOD: 
o SAFAVIDS ARE GONE 
o MUGHALS AND OTTOMANS ARE IN RAPID DECLINE 

MUMTAZ MAHAL 

 WHITE MARBLE MAUSOLEUM 
o “CROWN OF PALACES” 

 BUILT FROM 1632-1653 
 COST: $850 BILLION (2015 MONEY) 
 “JEWEL OF MUSLIM ART IN INDIA” 
 3 MILLION VISITORS  

EACH YEAR 

 NOBILITY WHO TRADITIONALLY 
COLLECTED TAXES IN PRE- 

MUGHAL INDIA LIKE  
LORDS IN EUROPE 

 MUGHALS USED THEM 
TO COLLECT TAXES 
FOR EMPIRE 

 ALSO SERVED 
JUDICIARY, POLICE, & 
MILITARY DUTIES 

 

MURATHAS 
AT THEIR 

PEAK IN 1760 

 LASTED 1674-1818 
o ENDED MUGHAL RULE IN INDIA 

 HINDU WARRIOR GROUP 
 AFTER AURANGZEB’S DEATH, THE 

PESHWAS (PRIME MINISTERS) LED  
THE MARATHAS TO VICTORY OVER 
THE MUGHALS 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOBUNAGA POUNDS THE NATIONAL RICE CAKE… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HIDEYOSHI KNEADS IT… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IEYASU SITS DOWN AND EATS IT. 

APPEARANCES IN THE AP CURRICULUM 

 Innovations in visual and performing 
arts were seen all over the 
world.  (Wood Block Prints in Japan) 

 The power of existing political and 
economic elites (Daimyo in Japan) 

fluctuated as they confronted new 
challenges to their ability to affect the 
policies of the increasingly powerful 
monarchs and leaders. 

 Recruitment and use of bureaucratic 
elites, as well as the development of 
military professionals, (Salaried 
Samurai) became more common 

among rulers who wanted to maintain 
centralized control over their 
populations and resources. 

 Local Resistance (Samurai Riots) 

provided significant challenges to state 
consolidation and expansion. 

(HISTORY’S WORST FLAG…TERRIBLE) 

 TOKUGAWA (AND THE TERRIBLE 
FLAG ABOVE) BELONG TO 
TOKUGAWA IEYESU’S DAIMYO 

 TOKUGAWA HAD THIS CASTLE 
 TOUKGAWA IEYESU UNIFIED 

JAPAN UNDER HIS MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT (SHOGUN) 

 SENGOKU PERIOD (1467-1603) 
o CIVIL WAR BROKE OUT OVER 

SUCCESSION OF SHOGUN (ONIN) 
o LED TO YEARS OF DAIMYO  

LOSING LOYALTY TO SHOGUN 
 1543: PORTUGUESE SHIPS  

CRASHES INTO JAPAN 
o INTRODUCED JAPAN TO WESTERN 

WEAPONS/IDEAS 
 ODA NOBUNAGA  
o POWERFUL DAIMYO WHO  

RULED NAGOYA (4TH  LARGEST  
CITY IN JAPAN TODAY) 

o UNIFIED 1/3 OF JAPAN 
BEFORE HIS DEATH BY 
SEPPUKU 

 
 BORN TO PEASANT FAMILY 
 JOINED ODA’S CLAN & ROSE THROUGH 

THE RANKS TO SUCCEED ODA  
 BUILT MONUMENTAL ARCHITECTURE 

TO DISPLAY POWER (OSAKA CASTLE) 
 FORBID PEASANTS FROM OWNING 

WEAPONS TO LIMIT REBELLIONS 
 INVADED KOREA; LOST 
 
 TOKUGAWA QUICKLY BECAME THE 

SECOND MOST POWERUL DAIMYO 
o DAIMYO OF EDO (TOKYO) 

 TOOK POWER AFTER HIDEYOSHI’S 
DEATH (HEIR WAS 5) 

 CONSOLIDATED POWER 
 EMPEROR DECLARED HIM 

SHOGUN AT AGE 60 
 BUILT EDO CASTLE 
o SHOGUN’S  

RESIDENCE 
o EMPEROR 

LIVES 
THERE 
TODAY 

 RULED  
FROM  
1600-1616 

 
 
 

WOODBLOCK PRINTING 
 PEAKED IN USE DURING THIS ERA 
 HAD MOVABLE TYPE BY 1590s 

o ARTISTS PREFERRED THE WOODBLOCK 
 IMAGES CUT INTO WOOD AND THEN 

PRESSED TO PAPER 
  

SAKOKU 
 
 
 

 

 “LOCKED 
COUNTRY” 

 1633-1853 
 NO ONE IN 

OR OUT OF 
JAPAN 

 
 
 
 

 

SAMURAI 
 
 
 

 

 COMPARABLE TO KNIGHTS  
OF EUROPE 

o UNDER TOKUGAWA, BECAME  
MORE BUREAUCRATS 

o LACK OF WARFARE 
LED THEM TO LOSE 

o THEIR FIGHTING 
o USEFULLNESS 
 STILL CARRIED  

WEAPONS (SWORDS) 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              APPEARANCES IN THE AP CURRICULUM: 
 PEASANT LABOR INTENSIFIED IN MANY REGIONS (FRONTIER 

SETTLEMENTS IN SIBERIAN RUSSIA) 
 LAND EMPIRES EXPANDED DRAMATICALLY (REQUIRED EXAMPLE: 

RUSSIAN EMPIRE) 
 

AND, THAT’s IT.  SO, IF YOU FIND YOURSELF 

SPENDING TOO MUCH TIME HERE, YOU 

ARE.  YOU’RE BETTER OFF LOOKING AT 

THE MANCHUS, MUGHALS, & OTTOMANS.  

BEYOND PETER THE GREAT, THERE JUST 

ISN’t MUCH TO SEE HERE… MOVE ALONG. 

 

 

 

 

 

PEOPLE TO KNOW 
 IVAN III 

 “GATHERER OF THE RUSSIAN LANDS” HE TRIPLED 

THE EMPIRE & EXPELLED THE MONGOLS. 

 

1440-1505 

 

FIRST TSAR OF ALL THE RUSSIAS, HE 

VASTLY EXPANDED THE EMPIRE. 

 

 

 

1530-1584 

 

1530-1584 

 

IVAN IV 

 
 

MICHAEL I 

 
REUNITED RUSSIA UNDER THE ROMANOV 

FAMILY AFTER THE TIME OF TROUBLES. 

 

1596-1645 

 

PETER THE GREAT 

THE MOST IMPORTANT EARLY MODERN 

RUSSIAN.  FOCUS ON HIM. 

 

1672-1725 

 

TIMELINE 
 

    

    

988 CE 

 

1613 CE 

 

1480 CE 

 

1697 CE 

 

1237 CE 

 

1703 CE 

 

1682 CE 

 

1533 CE 

 

VLADIMIR I 

CONVERTS TO 

CHRISTIANITY ON 

HIS WEDDING DAY 

 

IVAN III EXPELS 

THE MONGOLS 

FROM RUSSIA AT 

THE UGRA RIVER  

 

MICHAEL CROWNED 

FIRST ROMANOV 

TSAR ENDING THE 

TIME OF TROUBLES. 

 

PETER THE GREAT 

SENDS HIS GRAND 

EMBASSY TO THE 

WEST 

 

MONGOLS SET 

FIRE TO MOSCOW. 

IT’s KINDA THEIR 

THING. 

IVAN IV (the 

TERRIBLE) 

BECOMES TSAR OF 

ALL THE RUSSIAS.  

 

PETER THE GREAT 

BECOMES THE 

TSAR OF RUSSIA 

 

ST. PETERSBURG 

FOUNDED BY 

PETER THE GREAT 



 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS  
 

RUSSIA? 
 

 IT’s THE LARGEST COUNTRY ON EARTH 
o 6.5 MILLION SQUARE MILES 
o 1/8 of the EARTH’s SURFACE 
 BUT, WHERE DID RUSSIA COME FROM? 
o ORIGINALLY A SLAVIC AREA 
o SETTLED TWO DIFFERENT AREAS: 

 NOVGOROD & KIEV 
o KIEVAN RUS SET UP BY NORTHERN 

EUROPEAN NAMED RURIK 
 KIEVAN RUS PEAKED UNDER VLADIMIR 
o CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY 
o RUSSIAN CLOVIS/CONSTANTINE 
 KIEVAN RUS DISSOLVED WHEN THE 

GOLDEN HORDE ARRIVED in 1270 
 TATARS (Literally, “PEOPLE FROM HELL”) 

WAS THE NAME GIVEN TO THE MONGOLS 
 MOSCOW EMERGED AS THE PRIMARY 

RUSSIAN DUCHY (TERRITORY OF A DUKE) 
o ALLIED WITH THE TATARS 

 

GOLDEN HORDE 

CHINA HAD KANGXI, ENGLAND HAD HENRY VIII, FRANCE HAD LOUIS XIV, AND RUSSIA? RUSSIA HAD 

THREE  
THINGS  
TO KNOW  
ABOUT  
PETER  
THE  
GREAT 

 LED THE GRAND EMBASSY WEST 
 INITIALLY MEANT TO STRENGTHEN 

ALLIANCES WITH EUROPEAN ALLIES 
o AGAINST THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 
 PETER TRAVELED INCOGNITO 
 FAMOUS STOPS: 
o PRUSSIA: COURT of FREDERICK 
o NETH: DUTCH EAST INDIA Co. 
o ENGL: MINT & BUILDING of MANCH 
 RETURNED & MODERNIZED RUSSIA: 
o STYLE, CHURCH, GENDER, MILITAR  

WESTERNIZED RUSSIA 
 

BUILT ST. PETERSBURG 
  MASSIVE RUSSIA HAD NO WARM WATER 

PORT=NO NAVY 
 WON GREAT NORTHERN WAR AGAINST 

SWEDEN TO GET THE LAND 
 BUILT ON A SWAMP 
o TOOK YEARS TO FINISH 
o 10,000+ SERFS DIED IN CONSTR. 
 1712: BECAME THE CAPITAL 
  LOOKS MORE LIKE VIENNA THAN 

MOSCOW OR NOVGOROD 
 CAPITAL UNTIL RUSSIAN REVOLUT. 

 PETER DID NOT GAIN THE HUGE 
LAND AMOUNTS OF HIS 
PREDECESORS  

 SIGNED TREATY WITH CHINA (NERCHINSK) 
 GAINED KIEV, St. PETE, BLACK SEA 

PORT of TAGANRAG (1st NAVY) 

EXPANDED RUSSIA 
 

PETER  

THE GREAT  

RUSSIA WENT THROUGH THREE MAJOR EVENTS BEFORE PETER THE GREAT:  

REIGN OF IVAN III 
(AKA IVAN THE GREAT) 

(1462-1505) 

 GRAND PRINCE OF 
MOSCOW 

 REFUSED TO PAY THE 
TRIBUTE TO THE 
MONGOL HORDE 

 MARRIED THE NIECE OF 
THE LAST BYZANTINE 
EMPEROR 

 BEGAN CLAIMS OF BEING 
THE THIRD ROME 
 

 
 

REIGN OF IVAN IV 
(AKA IVAN THE TERRIBLE) 

(1547-1584) 

 GRANDSON OF IVAN III 
 1st TO BE TSAR (CAESAR) 
 SAME AS KING, 

EMPEROR, KHAN, ETC. 
 RULED BY DIVINE RIGHT 
 BUILT ST. BASIL’s CATH. 
 TERRIBLE: Beat his 

pregnant daughter-in-law & 
killed his son (heir). 
Poisoned while playing 
chess (allegedly) 
 
 

 
 

TIME of TROUBLES 
(AKA TERRIBLE TIMES) 

(1598-1613) 

 IVAN IV DIED  
 HIS HEIR WAS DISABLED 

AND HAD NO CHILDREN 
 POOR HARVESTS LED TO 

STARVATION (1/3 STARVE) 
 FALSE DIMITRIS 
o THREE IMPOSTERS 

CLAIMED TO BE IVAN’s 
OTHER SON (NONE WERE) 

 ROMANOVS EMERGE AS 
NEXT TSARS 

 
 FRONTIER SETTLEMENTS IN SIBERIA 

  DON’t THINK SIBERIA IS JUST BARREN  
 THEY HAVE A VERY VALUABLE COMMODITY TO 

EARLY MODERN EUROPEANS: SABLES 
 FRONTIERSMEN COULD GAIN FORTUNE AS SABLE 

HATS WERE SIGNS OF STATUS IN EUROPE 

 MANY MINING COMMUNITIES WERE BUILT  
 THESE FRONTIERSMEN WERE LARGELY ON  

THEIR OWN WITH NO HELP FROM ANYONE 
 SIMILAR TO AMERICAN PIONEERS IN THE WEST 
 TSARS OFFERED FREE LAND AS INCENTIVE 

 


